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Nervous Aspect.
(7)  Fatigability  as against relative infatiga-bility in nerve-trunks.
(8)  Greater variability of the threshold value of the stimulus.
(9) Refractory period, " Bahnung," inhibition, and shock.
(10) Much greater dependence on blood-circulation, oxygen, etc., of reflex-arcs than nerve-trunks.
(11) Much greater susceptibility to various drugs, such as anaesthetics.
Mental Aspect.
The higher processes of intellect and emotion are very exhausting, and induce fatigue far earlier than the lower conscious processes.
Mental processes are called forth by stimuli, varying from those that are so great as scarcely to be bearable, down to those that are so small as to be far beneath the power of measurement (e.g. olfactory stimuli).
All these are eminently characteristic of the higher mental processes. Inhibition and " Bah-nung " (the converse of inhibition) are the main features of the higher mental process called attention. They are enormously involved in emotion, as well as in intellect.
All the higher mental processes are instantly dependent on these requisites; and impoverishment of the blood-supply has a marked effect in reducing the power to support either emotion or intellect.
Alcohol temporarily destroys the higher mental powers, before it reaches the lower. Chloroform wholly blots out the higher mental life, while yet the lower reflexes remain intact.